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Making White & Rosé Wine Panel

Dave Elliott reviewed the participants of the County Fair and de-
termined that there haven’t been many white wines or rosés en-
tered last year and in past years. Does everybody just like reds
or is there a technical fear of the process of making whites and
rosés?

To get a better understanding of the process he put together a
panel of folks who successfully make white and rosé wines. Dan
Carrick, Dave, Tony Mellow and Peter Callaham.

Members were introduced to the techniques and equipment
needed and then a lively discussion created many questions that
were fielded by the panel.

Is there a White or Rosé in your future? If so, don’t hesitate to
talk to these guys! One of the great things of being an SWGGA
member is the transmission of knowledge given in a collegial at-
mosphere of mentoring and friendship.

January 19, 2017
TBD

January 26, 2017
BOD Meeting



1) Making Rosé



November 17 Meeting

Part 1:

Membership Annual Meeting: (come early, we will start right on time)

There will be a brief review of the past year and the presentation of the new Board of
Directors which the members will vote on. Please see details below.

Part 2:

Dave Luce tasting:

Dave Luce returns with another presentation of wines that you might want to consider
for your Holiday events. The wines tasted will be for sale at a discount to SWGGA
members and attending friends. This meeting is heavily attended so come early to get
a seat.

Please bring your own tasting glasses. Spit and dump buckets will be provided. See
you there!

From the President: Annual Meting and Voting

At our November 17 meeting, before Dave Luce presents his wines for tasting and pur-
chase, we will have our annual general meeting which will feature the election of offi-
cers and directors for 2017. When you enter the meeting room, please obtain a paper
ballot, one for each membership unit. This means a couple only has one vote. We will
be very vigilant about voter fraud. When the general meeting begins, I will ask for nom-
inations from the floor. You will then have an opportunity to complete the paper ballot,
which will have space for write-ins. The ballots will then be counted and the results an-
nounced.

Your Board of Directors has approved the following slate of officers and directors for
2017. In keeping with our announced desire to bring fresh energy and ideas onto the
Board, four new members have been nominated.

President - Bernie Zimmerman

Vice President - Tony Mello

Treasurer - Lloyd Tosse

Secretary - Diane Houston*

Social Coordinator - Bob Tonnie*

Membership Coordinator - Jim Garrett



Outreach Coordinator - David Blitstein*

Programs Coordinator - Dave Elliott

Communications Coordinator - Grace Zimmerman*

The starred nominees have never served on the board.

The duties of each position are more fully described in the Association Bylaws and
Rules which are posted on the website. I will give here a brief summary.

The Secretary is responsible for drafting meeting agendas and minutes and maintain-
ing our files. The nominee is Diane Houston, who purchased Bear River Vineyard
(now Red Paws Vineyard) about three years ago but has been full time since last May.

The Social Coordinator is responsible for organizing our monthly meetings and social
events. Bob Tonnie, and his wife Donna, have been Association members for over two
years, and were responsible for the delightful food and wine pairing we had at our Jan-
uary meeting, and catered the successful picnic at Pilot Peak.

The Outreach Coordinator is responsible for our public relations and for acquiring and
distributing items such as Association shirts and glasses. Dave Blitstein and his wife
Marilyn own a commercial vineyard and have been Association members for six years.

The Communications Coordinator is a new position which combines the duties of web-
master and publisher of the Trellis Wire newsletter. Grace Zimmerman has served as
our webmaster for the past year, and has been an Association member for more years
then she would care to disclose.



Member Spotlight

Editors note: This is where we spotlight members so that we can all get to know one
another. If you are interested in being spotlighted let me know. Or, I will ask you!

Diane Houston

I'm a Midwestern transplant that spent 30 years in Long Beach, CA.  After searching for
a couple of years for the right property, I purchased my place in 2013.  I was looking for
something with at least a couple acres of with good sun so I could have a garden, or-
chard and maybe plant an acre or so of grapes.  I never imagined I would end up with a
four acre commercial vineyard!  The vineyard consists of:  3 acres of Cabernet Sauvi-
gnon, 1 acre of Merlot, along with a few rows of Zinfandel, Sauvignon Blanc and Semil-
lion.

It was a very scary endeavor since I knew nothing about growing or selling grapes.
Fortunately, I have been blessed with the early support from a few SWGGA members
who offered information and connections.  In addition, the 30 year old vineyard has an

excellent reputation and the grapes are
regularly purchased by Solune, Nevada
City Winery, and recently, a couple of new
winemaker clients.

This was my first growing season living
here and it was very instructive to experi-
ence from bud break to harvest.  I learned
a lot, from tucking vines, leaf pulling, signs
of powdery mildew, and mother nature's
affects.  With a two week difference in bud
break between the Cab & Merlot, the later
one was affected by hail in Mayl, signifi-
cantly affecting yield.

Participating in my first harvest was both
fun and a lot of work!  It was very rewarding to see the whole process, from picking to
delivery to the winery's crush pad and watching what happens once at the winery.

SWGGA has been a life saver for this newbie!  I learn something at every meeting, the
information and conversations are invaluable.  As a profession, I have managed non-
profit boards for many years and know the importance of volunteers.  I look forward to
getting more involved!

The next time you see Diane. Make sure you say hello!



HOLIDAY PARTY IN ONE MONTH!!!!

If Costco & Home Depot can put out their holiday decorations now, SWGGA can start
promoting our HOLIDAY PARTY on December 15!  We will be partying at the Alta Si-
erra Country Club in Grass Valley and your party committee is gearing up for this
event.  Start thinking about a White Elephant gift to bring if you’d like to join in this fun
and crazy exchange.  Also, this year we will have a Silent  Auction for some extraordi-
nary award winning wines made by our own members.  All money raised will all go to
our scholarship fund.  See flyer copy in this newsletter for more information and reser-
vation request.  Get this date on your calendar now and get ready to party!

Your Party Committee:  Diane Tosse, Marilyn Blitstein, Grace Zimmerman,
Barbara Kruger, Elaine Carrick

 
Sierra Wine and Grape Growers  

2016 Holiday Celebration 

When:    Thursday December 15, 6:00 Social Hour with appetizers, 7:00 Dinner 
    New! Silent Auction for our members' Award Winning Wines 

Where:    Alta Sierra Country Club, 11897 Tammy Way, Grass Valley  
    Directions: Take Hwy 49 to Alta Sierra Dr. In 1.3 mi. at top of grade  
    at 4 way stop sign, turn right to continue on Alta Sierra Dr. Go .8 mi.  
    and turn right onto Norlene. Continue .8 mi. to Tammy Way and turn left.  
    The Country Club is .4 mi. on your right. 

What to bring:  Two bottles of wine per couple (one to drink, one for scholarship raffle). 
    Optional: “White Elephant” wrapped gift (one gift per couple). 

What to do now: Complete the form below and return with your check by December 5. 

Questions:   Elaine Carrick 775-853-4074; elaineccarrick@gmail.com 

Send the form below with a check to: 
SWGGA, c/o Elaine Carrick, 6180 S. Featherstone Circle, Reno NV 89511 

(checks will not be cashed until after the party. Sorry, no refunds after December 5) 

✄————————Fill out form below, copy for your records, cut and return with check———————— 

Member Name(s) ___________________________________  Member phone: ______________________ 

Spouse/Guest Name(s)___________________________________________________________________ 

Slow Roasted Prime Rib served with Au Jus. Qty: ____ 

Grilled Chicken Marsala. Qty: ____ 

Charbroiled Filet of Salmon with Mango Salsa Qty: ____ 

Vegetarian (gluten free) Qty: ____

Prime Rib Entrée $50 per person 
Chicken, Salmon, Vegetarian Entrées $45 pp 

All dinners include appetizers, salad, entrée and dessert

Look For This Flyer in Your Inbox Soon!



Expert scores and red wine bias
by Wine Curmudgeon Posted On 24 Oct 2016

Is the Winestream media biased in favor of red wine? Our study seems to show just that.

Do experts rate red wines more highly than white wines, regardless of price, vintage, and region?
Does this mean there is a critical bias in favor of red wines?

That may well be the case. Data scientist, wine lover, PhD, and former college math professor Su-
neal Chaudhary did the numbers, analyzing more than 64,000 wine scores dating to the 1970s and
taken from the major wine magazines. The results are something I’ve been trying to get a handle on
for years, the idea that critics favor reds over whites.

The study found:

• More reds score higher than whites, while red wines are over-represented above 90 points and
whites are over-represented below 90 points. In fact, reds are 1.2 times more likely to be rated higher
than 90.

• As an expert score crossed 90 points, selling price and selling price variation increased quickly – in
some cases leading to nonintuitive results, such as median reds costing more than more highly-rated
whites.

• When two experts rate the same wine, about the only thing they agree on is if a wine is better or
worse than 90 points. When the wines are scored higher than 90, the variation in the ratings increas-
es considerably. In this, the wine experts’ rating may not be as accurate as those for other agricultur-
al products, like potatoes.

We don’t pretend that these results are conclusive, given the variables involved. Red wines may be
inherently better than white wines (though that seems difficult to believe). They certainly cost more to
make, and that might affect the findings. The review process itself may have influenced the study.
Not every critic publishes every wine he or she reviews, and those that were published may have
been more favorable to reds than whites. And, third, the scoring process, flawed as it is, may have
skewed the results regardless of what the critics did.

Still, given the size of the database, and size matters here, Suneal’s math shows something is going
on. And that’s just not our conclusion. I asked three wine academics to review our work, and each
agreed the numbers say that what is happening is more than a coincidence. That’s the point of the
chart that illustrates this post – 90 percent of the 2010 red wines that we had scores for got 90 points
or more. You can click on the chart to make it bigger.

In this, Suneal found what he calls the chicken-egg-chick dilemma, where critics rate red wine more
highly because it’s more prestigious; where producers spend more money to make red wine because
critics see it as more prestigious and consumers are willing to pay for that prestige; and where con-
sumers are willing to pay a premium for red wine because producers and critics see it as more presti-
gious.

Finally, about the database: We obtained 14,885 white wine scores and 46,924 red wine scores dat-
ing from the 1970s that appeared in the major U.S. wine magazines. They were given to us on the
condition of anonymity because the scores do not include every wine that the magazines reviewed,
and the source didn’t want to claim that the data was complete or was originally collected with the
goal of being a representative sample.

Get the complete report: https://dl.dropboxusercontent.com/u/3464432/scoresproject.pdf



Sierra Wine & Grape Growers Association

SWGGA Shirts Will be Available at Monthly Meetings
Tony Mello, Outreach Coordinator, will have a few shirts on display and for sale at the monthly meet-
ings. The current inventory is somewhat limited in sizes but he can get you what you need. Get in
touch with Tony if you want to place an order or have questions: tonymello49@gmail.com

Ladies Denim shirt
has no pocket and
comes in short or
long sleeve, a variety
of sizes, 100% cotton
and preshrunk.

$35.00 ea.

Men's Denim shirt
has a pocket, avail-
able in short or
long sleeve, a vari-
ety of sizes, 100%
cotton and pre-
shrunk.

$35.00 ea.

SWGGA Logo Wine Glasses Are Again Available

Tony now has a good stock of the glasses and they will be on display at
our monthly meetings.

$3.00 ea.

Commercial Members

 Besemer Cellars

 Clavey Vineyards

 Coufos Cellars

 Double Oak Vineyard & Winery

 Gray Pine Winery

 Lucero Vineyard & Winery

 Solune Winegrowers

Please support our Commercial
SWGGA Wineries

Our commercial members support us with
their generosity of their time and knowl-
edge and we would like to support them as
well.

Buy some wine and ensure your friends do
the same!



Sierra Wine & Grape Growers Association

SWGGA Officers and Board Members

President: Bernie Zimmerman
bz@youbetvin.com 530-274-7118

Vice President: Dan Carrick
carrick1119@gmail.com 775-853-4074

Secretary: Nancy Machado
nrmachado1@gmail.com 530-218-6633

Treasurer: Lloyd Tosse
lloyd@tosse.com 530-274-2856

Membership Coordinator: Jim Garrett
jim@relateddata.com 530-346-2403

Education Coordinator : Dave Elliott
djelliott@skydancesranch.com 916-201-2403

Social Coordinator: Kate Garrett
kategarrett44@gmail.com 530-346-2403

Outreach Coordinator: Tony Mello
tonymello49@gmail.com 530-559-4479

At Large Member: Jim Partidos
xflatlanders@yahoo.com 530-292-3041

               @@@@@@@@

Web Master: Grace Zimmerman
gracesuarez@me.com 530-274-7118

Trellis Wire Editor: Dan Carrick
carrick1119@gmail.com 775-853-4074

SWGGA Notices and Information

Please Note:
Unless specified otherwise, Member
Meetings are held on the Third Thursday
of the month at:
Ponderosa Hall
Gate 2
Nevada County Fairgrounds
7:00 PM

Board of Director Meetings: All members
are welcome to attend the BOD meetings.
If you wish to attend, please inform one
of the officers or directors at least two days
prior to a meeting so the host can prepare
for the number of attendees as there is
usually a dinner prior to the meeting.

Check your profile on the web site to see
if the data is correct. Go to the SWGGA site
at: SWGGA.org. If a change
is needed contact Grace Zimmerman
as she can make corrections.
gracesuarez@me.com

If your spouse or significant other wants
to be included on the email list, please
send a request with the details to
Membership Coordinator Jim Garrett:
Jim@relateddata.com

Mailing Address:
SWGGA
P. O. Box 1264
Grass Valley, CA 95945

Speaker Topics:
Please don’t hesitate to communicate
your ideas on what subjects or speakers
that you feel SWGGA needs to cover.
Your comments are welcome.


