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August 18, 2016
Fair Competition Results
with Rod Byers

August 25, 2016
BOD Meeting

Sept. 15, 2016
TBD

Sept. 22, 2016
BOD Meeting

July Picnic
Well, the July Picnic was a success by any standard! We decided to try something new and it worked beyond our expectations. Having the Picnic at the Pilot Peak Winery provided a
great venue and was appreciated by all.
Let’s have a special shout-out to our member caterers, Donna
Alarie and Bob Tonnies who were supported by John Lyon
and Linda Foreman. Thanks also to the picnic committee
headed by Kate Garrett.
We will let the pictures do the talking…

Oct. 20, 2016
TBD

Dec. 15, 2016
Holiday Party

We would also like to recognize the following people who helped with the picnic: Marita Smith, Diane Houston, Linda Schafer, Grace Suarez, Hope and Hosea Bostic,
Gwen Smedberg, Dave Elliott and Jim Garrett
August 18 Meeting: NC Fair Competition Results & Tasting
Once again, Rod Byers will host one of the most popular meetings that SWGGA
puts on each year. Taste along with Rod and the “Best Of …” winners and hear information on how the wine makers did it. Also, all wines that were entered in this year’s
competition will be available for drinking plus the judging sheet results will also be
available for review. So, please bring your own glasses and taste the results of this
year’s entries.
See you at the Ponderosa Hall, Gate 2, Fairgrounds, 7:00 PM, Thursday.

Opportunity to Become Our Social Director
After many years Kate Garrett is stepping down as our Social Director. Her term expires in December and we are seeking a replacement or replacements. That’s right,
replacements as in plural, this job can easily be split among two or three persons to
make for more ease and convenience in assigning efforts to serve the membership. If
you have an interest to help, don’t hesitate to get involved.
Please talk to Kate at the next meeting or email her at: kategarrett44@gmail.com or
530-346-2403 (email is preferred)

Member Spotlight
Editors note: This is where we spotlight members so that we can all get to know one another. If you
are interested in being spotlighted let me know. Or, I will ask you!

Tony & MaryJane Mello
Tony and MaryJane found the property that they were looking for just off Bitney Springs
Road and it came with a mature vineyard and home winery. For them, the next question
was, “what are we going to do with these grapes?”
Tony spent his career in the sheet metal industry and
retired in 2011 from his own HVAC business in Antioch,
CA and MaryJane is a retired nurse. They raised three
children one or whom works in Grass Valley and two
who continue in the sheet metal industry in the Bay Area.
Tony’s interests include fishing, baseball, archery and fishing reel repair and has two
Bassett Hounds. He didn’t know anything about grapes or wine and really never found
himself with a glass of wine in his hand. It was time to find out what they had purchased
and what could they do with it.
They visited Avanguaridia Winery and met Rob Chrisman. Tony says, “He answered
many questions that we asked and advised us to join the SWGGA. After reading and
researching a few books it was all a little confusing. We attended a SWGGA meeting
and decided this was the place where we could accelerate our learning curve. That was
a good move as we gained a lot of knowledge and made some good friends along the
way. We discovered that we had Chardonnay, Cabernet Sauvignon and Zinfandel
grapes in our ¼ acre vineyard. We made our first wine in 2012 from Chardonnay grapes
from our vineyard and Sauvignon Blanc that we acquired from our good friends Alan and
Marita Smith. We entered the Sauvignon Blanc in the NC Fair and to our surprise got a
silver medal. We were really just happy to be able to drink it.”
Tony is quite a fisherman and has fished in the semi-pro and Professional FLW Western
States Circuit. Tony said “It was difficult competing against other pros that fished every
day for a living. I still had to work during the week which cut into the time I could spend
on the water. This proved not very cost effective, so I had to give up the dream of one
day becoming a full time self-supporting tournament fisherman. I now fish for the fun of it
and will occasionally enter a tournament.”
When he isn’t fishing, Tony is now found with a glass of wine in his hand, enjoying the
vineyard. The next time you see Tony and MaryJane at a meeting, take the time to say
hello!

Shipping Homemade Wines
By David J. Elliott
As home winemakers, we have all had the desire to share our particularly notable cuvvee’s with friends and relatives from afar. The question is how to do so? When traveling, I have been known to check a “second bag” (really, a Styrofoam lined 12 bottle
shipping box, complete with home-made handles crafted from packing tape). With
Southwest Airlines, it is really easy as the second “bag” flies free! I’ve even dragged a
six-bottle box to Hawaii, although this “second bag” usually costs upward of $40 on
Hawaiian Airlines.
The sad fact is that the Federal Government, in its ever present desires to crack down
on unlicensed proprietors circumventing the tax laws on wine sales have branded the
“consumer to consumer” shipments a “Class B felony”, complete with fines and prison
terms. All in the name of collecting due taxes on wine production, only licensed entities are allowed the liberty of dispensing wines to consumers through private carriers
such as UPS (forbidden through the US Mail).
What is a home winemaker to do? The UPS Store in Grass Valley has a solution to
this dilemma. While it may be possible to slip an occasional bottle past the “Wine Police”, if discovered, the wine usually will simply be destroyed. The UPS Store has contracted with a licensed “Wine Shipper” to legally ship wines to most of the states that
allow wine shipments from other states (there are still a few states who do not allow
wines from other states).
Our shipper does require that wines be shipped in styrofoam shippers. The cardboard
shippers that many wineries use are really only good for one shipment reliably; after
that the cardboard material looses strength and integrity, leading to broken bottles, lost
shipments, etc.
The cost of shipping wine through these vendors is higher than for normal UPS shipping, as there are adult signature requirements in addition to special handling. A 12
bottle case of wine may cost $60 to ship to the midwest, along with the $10 to $15 for
the shipper. If you have interests in this area, stop by The UPS Store in downtown
Grass Valley, or call Dave at (530) 272-6000. I’d be happy to give you a quote.
Yes, over the years shipping home wine has undergone a transition getting more restrictive. At least there are now alternatives to driving it there yourself!
(Editors note: David is the owner of The UPS Store, Grass Valley)

For Sale/Wanted
Petite Sirah grapes for sale; they're at the 2500 ft elevation. Crusher/destemmer on
site, harvest lugs available and transportation from lugs to your containers is available,
$0.50/lb, you pick. David Blitstein (530)615-1297
Primitivo Grapes for Sale. 500 lbs. of award winning Primitivo grapes available from
Shooting Star Farm. Eight-year-old vineyard, 2300 foot elevation. Sustainably grown
on a sunny hillside in the Sierra Foothills near Grass Valley. $0.50/lb. We help you
pick. Crusher/destemmer available. Contact: Paul - 530-220-3320
Randy and Mary Woolwine are looking for: Grape crusher/destemmer - Would prefer a
small motorized unit, or will consider manual operation. Wine press - Small vertical
bladder press, or basket press considered
Contact Mary at 970-531-2384

Yosemite Trip for annual Grand Grape Celebration Wine Tasting
Dan Carrick and Lloyd Tosse are putting together a trip to Yosemite Valley for the
Grand Grape Celebration, November 13-16, http://www.travelyosemite.com/things-todo/specialty-events/culinary-events/the-grand-grape-celebration. This session will feature four wineries and a gala dinner in the famous Ahwanee Lodge. They will be staying in the camp ground in their RVs but other camping and two hotels are also
available. If you have any interest in joining in on this event and need to know the details, give them an email; Lloyd: lloyd@tosse.com; Dan: carrick1119@gmail.com
Early reservations are advised.

Domaine Carneros; Napa: Sparkling wines
Tangent; SLO, all whites: Viognier, Albarino, Sauvignon Blanc, Pinot Blanc, blends
Dutton-Goldfield; Sebastopol: Pinot Noir, Chardonnay
Corison: Napa: Cabernet Sauvignon, Cab Franc, others
Editors Note: This is not an SWGGA sponsored activity.

Sierra Wine & Grape Growers Association
SWGGA Shirts Will be Available at Monthly Meetings
Tony Mello, Outreach Coordinator, will have a few shirts on display and for sale at the monthly meetings. The current inventory is somewhat limited in sizes but he can get you what you need. Get in
touch with Tony if you want to place an order or have questions: tonymello49@gmail.com
Men's Denim shirt
has a pocket, available in short or
long sleeve, a variety of sizes, 100%
cotton and preshrunk.

Ladies Denim shirt
has no pocket and
comes in short or
long sleeve, a variety
of sizes, 100% cotton
and preshrunk.
$35.00 ea.

$35.00 ea.

SWGGA Logo Wine Glasses Are Again Available
Tony now has a good stock of the glasses and they will be on display at
our monthly meetings.
$3.00 ea.

Commercial Members
Besemer Cellars
Clavey Vineyards
Coufos Cellars
Double Oak Vineyard & Winery
Gray Pine Winery
Lucero Vineyard & Winery
Nevada City Winery
Solune Winegrowers

Please support our Commercial
SWGGA Wineries
Our commercial members support us with
their generosity of their time and knowledge and we would like to support them as
well.
Buy some wine and ensure your friends do
the same!

Sierra Wine & Grape Growers Association
SWGGA Notices and Information
SWGGA Officers and Board Members
President: Bernie Zimmerman
bz@youbetvin.com 530-274-7118
Vice President: Dan Carrick
carrick1119@gmail.com 775-853-4074
Secretary: Nancy Machado
nrmachado1@gmail.com 530-218-6633
Treasurer: Lloyd Tosse
lloyd@tosse.com 530-274-2856
Membership Coordinator: Jim Garrett
jim@relateddata.com 530-346-2403
Education Coordinator : Dave Elliott
djelliott@skydancesranch.com 916-201-2403
Social Coordinator: Kate Garrett
kategarrett44@gmail.com 530-346-2403
Outreach Coordinator: Tony Mello
tonymello49@gmail.com 530-559-4479
At Large Member: Jim Partidos
xflatlanders@yahoo.com 530-292-3041

Please Note:
Unless specified otherwise, Member
Meetings are held on the Third Thursday
of the month at:
Ponderosa Hall
Gate 2
Nevada County Fairgrounds
7:00 PM
Board of Director Meetings: All members
are welcome to attend the BOD meetings.
If you wish to attend, please inform one
of the officers or directors at least two days
prior to a meeting so the host can prepare
for the number of attendees as there is
usually a dinner prior to the meeting.
Check your profile on the web site to see
if the data is correct. Go to the SWGGA site
at: sierragrapegrowers.org. If a change
is needed contact Grace Zimmerman
as she can make corrections.
gracesuarez@me.com
If your spouse or significant other wants
to be included on the email list, please
send a request with the details to
Membership Coordinator Jim Garrett:
Jim@relateddata.com

@@@@@@@@
Web Master: Grace Zimmerman
gracesuarez@me.com 530-274-7118
Trellis Wire Editor: Dan Carrick
carrick1119@gmail.com 775-853-4074

Mailing Address:
SWGGA
P. O. Box 1264
Grass Valley, CA 95945
Speaker Topics:
Please don’t hesitate to communicate
your ideas on what subjects or speakers
that you feel SWGGA needs to cover.
Your comments are welcome.

