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The visit to the Nevada City Winery on May 19th was well at-
tended for an “away” event with over 30 SWGGA members
enjoying a wine tasting, followed by an excellent tour and dis-
cussion conducted by winemaker, Mark Foster.

Founded in 1980 in a small garage on the outskirts of town,
1982 saw the Winery moved to its present location, the histor-
ic Miners Foundry Garage, on Spring St in downtown Nevada
City. Mark showed us the original winery area, now dedicated
primarily to large stainless tanks, and the newer renovated
barrel room. The crush pad can be seen from the tasting room
deck above. An old 6 ton press sits outside near the crush pad
ready for this year’s batches.

Mark explained his basic process of wine making from his fas-
tidious method of grape selection through the aging process,
answering a variety of questions along the way. With a direc-
tion of growth and support from the winery owners, Mark has
a welcome variety of new barrels and equipment to work with
in his endeavors.



June 16 , Meeting

Establishing a New Vineyard Roundtable Discussion

Have a question about your vineyard practices, or what to do next with that wine you
started last fall? Do you need to spray? When should sulfur spraying end? How often
should I monitor SO2 on my wine? And at what level should it be at bottling? We all
have some of these equations that just never get a satisfactory answer from maga-
zines or books.

At the June SWGGA meeting, we will try to answer as many questions as possible,
particularly for our new, recently joined members, or others still “getting their feet wet”
in winemaking or grape growing. Even the veterans will have questions.

This will be a round table type format with everyone invited to participate. Our more
experienced members will field questions, but you may have a solution too. So, don’t
be bashful… bring your questions, and a deep sense of curiosity.

The atmosphere will be casual, with our usual social session before the meeting.
Please bring a guest and a bottle of your favorite to share. The meeting will be at 7:00
PM on June 16th at Ponderosa Hall on the Nevada County Fair Grounds (Gate 2).

Opportunity to Become Our Social Director

After many years Kate Garrett is stepping down as our Social Director. Her term ex-
pires in December and we are seeking a replacement or replacements. That’s right,
replacements as in plural, this job can easily be split among two or three persons to
make for more ease and convenience in assigning efforts to serve the membership. If
you have an interest to help, don’t hesitate to get involved.

Please talk to Kate at the next meeting or email her at: kategarrett44@gmail.com or
530-346-2403 (email is preferred)

Toward the end of our visit, in his usual affable way, he paused to point out that he
thinks he’s a pretty good winemaker, but, a very good blender. Anyone knowing Ne-
vada City Winery wines would surly agree.



Congratulations to Commercial Member Guy Lauterbach

Gray Pine Winery had excellent results at this year’s
California State Fair Commercial Wine competition;
Gold, two Silvers and a Bronze. As a recent start-up
winery it doesn’t get much better than this. By the
way, please notice the reasonable pricing of Guy’s
wine. Once again, Congratulations!

SWGGA 2016 Annual Summer Picnic

This year we will be having the annual summer picnic in a new, but somewhat historic,
way. Back in the 1980s, when SWGGA had a different name, and a different focus, the
annual picnic was usually held at a local winery or vineyard. This year we will hold this
fun event at the Pilot Peak Winery in Penn Valley on Sunday, July 17th, beginning at
5:00 PM.

The picnic contribution is $20.00 per person, all inclusive. No need to bring anything
except one bottle of wine for the Scholarship Wine Raffle. Because we are the guests
of Pilot Peak Winery, it is requested that if you bring wine for consumption, bring only
your home made wine. We strongly encourage everyone to buy wine from our hosts.
There will be a wine bar open during the picnic for wine purchase by the glass or by
the bottle.

In addition to the Scholarship Raffle, there will be a silent auction for special, award
winning wines donated by our members. This new addition to the evening should be
fun, and add to our Scholarship Fund.

As always, this event is open only to active SWGGA Members and their gusts. Make
your reservations early, as we want to be able to make plans for the event. Contact
Kate Garrett at:
kategarrett44@gmail.com or 530-346-2403 (email is preferred)



Bob and Donna put this menu together for the picnic. I know I’m not missing this!



Nevada County Fair Home Wine Competition

It’s time to start preparing for the Nevada County Fair Home Wine Competition. You
can enter online now, or by snail mail, or in person.

Check out the 2016 Competition Handbook at the link below. See page 50 for details.
Be sure to pay attention to the delivery date and times.

There should be quite a number of entries from SWGGA members this year. All those
2014 Zinfandels ought to be about ready. And, don’t be bashful about entering your
wine. One of the best perks for doing so is getting the tasting notes from the judges.

http://nevadacountyfair.com/wpcontent/uploads/2016/05/2016CompetitionHandbook
.pdf

Key Dates
Entry Applications due by Friday, July 22, before 4PM

Receiving, Wednesday, July 27, 11AM-6PM
Judging, Wednesday, August 4

Pick-Up, Monday, August 15, 9AM-6PM

Memory Lane…



Sierra Wine & Grape Growers Association

SWGGA Shirts Will be Available at Monthly Meetings
Tony Mello, Outreach Coordinator, will have a few shirts on display and for sale at the monthly meet-
ings. The current inventory is somewhat limited in sizes but he can get you what you need. Get in
touch with Tony if you want to place an order or have questions: tonymello49@gmail.com

Ladies Denim shirt
has no pocket and
comes in short or
long sleeve, a variety
of sizes, 100% cotton
and preshrunk.

$35.00 ea.

Men's Denim shirt
has a pocket, avail-
able in short or
long sleeve, a vari-
ety of sizes, 100%
cotton and pre-
shrunk.

$35.00 ea.

SWGGA Logo Wine Glasses Are Again Available

Tony now has a good stock of the glasses and they will be on display at
our monthly meetings.

$3.00 ea.

Commercial Members

 Besemer Cellars

 Clavey Vineyards

 Coufos Cellars

 Double Oak Vineyard & Winery

 Gray Pine Winery

 Lucero Vineyard & Winery

 Nevada City Winery

 Solune Winegrowers

Please support our Commercial
SWGGA Wineries

Our commercial members support us with
their generosity of their time and knowl-
edge and we would like to support them as
well.

Buy some wine and ensure your friends do
the same!



Sierra Wine & Grape Growers Association

SWGGA Officers and Board Members

President: Bernie Zimmerman
bz@youbetvin.com 530-274-7118

Vice President: Dan Carrick
carrick1119@gmail.com 775-853-4074

Secretary: Nancy Machado
nrmachado1@gmail.com 530-218-6633

Treasurer: Lloyd Tosse
lloyd@tosse.com 530-274-2856

Membership Coordinator: Jim Garrett
jim@relateddata.com 530-346-2403

Education Coordinator : Dave Elliott
djelliott@skydancesranch.com 916-201-2403

Social Coordinator: Kate Garrett
kategarrett44@gmail.com 530-346-2403

Outreach Coordinator: Tony Mello
tonymello49@gmail.com 530-559-4479

At Large Member: Jim Partidos
xflatlanders@yahoo.com 530-292-3041

               @@@@@@@@

Web Master: Grace Zimmerman
gracesuarez@me.com 530-274-7118

Trellis Wire Editor: Dan Carrick
carrick1119@gmail.com 775-853-4074

SWGGA Notices and Information

Please Note:
Unless specified otherwise, Member
Meetings are held on the Third Thursday
of the month at:
Ponderosa Hall
Gate 2
Nevada County Fairgrounds
7:00 PM

Board of Director Meetings: All members
are welcome to attend the BOD meetings.
If you wish to attend, please inform one
of the officers or directors at least two days
prior to a meeting so the host can prepare
for the number of attendees as there is
usually a dinner prior to the meeting.

Check your profile on the web site to see
if the data is correct. Go to the SWGGA site
at: sierragrapegrowers.org. If a change
is needed contact Grace Zimmerman
as she can make corrections.
gracesuarez@me.com

If your spouse or significant other wants
to be included on the email list, please
send a request with the details to
Membership Coordinator Jim Garrett:
Jim@relateddata.com

Mailing Address:
SWGGA
P. O. Box 1264
Grass Valley, CA 95945

Speaker Topics:
Please don’t hesitate to communicate
your ideas on what subjects or speakers
that you feel SWGGA needs to cover.
Your comments are welcome.


