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The Trellis Wire
Welcome to the Sierra Wine and Grape
Growers Association
Here in our monthly newsletter, we keep our members up to date on SWGGA
activity, and provide links to our website, where you can read more.

Next Meeting
Subject: Tasting and Judging of Riesling Wines
Date and Time: Thursday April 19, 7 pm
Location: Ponderosa Hall, Fairgrounds
The April SWGGA Meeting will feature a tasting of Riesling wines made in 2017
by the members of the Riesling group project. Program leader Dave Elliott is

planning a new approach to the tastings, as we will be broken up into groups of
three, and will taste the wines as would be done in a wine competition. The
winemaking notes will be available for each wine. This is a chance to hone your
tasting skills as well as evaluate the differences based upon winemaking
methods, yeast selection, fermentation conditions, etc. As of now we have 5
wines committed. Since we’ll have so many wines to taste, we’ll have plastic
cups available, or bring your own 5 glasses.
We will have our usual wine and cheese session before the tasting, so, plan on
bringing a bottle of your favorite to share.

March Meeting
The March SWGGA Meeting featured longtime commercial members Bob and
Ginny Hilsman from Double Oak Vineyard and Winery presenting updates on
their winery, as well as providing the membership with an opportunity to taste
their wines.

Member Profile: Meet the Newsomes

Blair and Randy Newsome are longtime residents of the Bay Area, but have
owned a house in Nevada City since 2012, having fallen in love with the area
after spending a long weekend there in 2011. They got married (both for the
first time) in April of 2013.
Randy was a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge, first in Cincinnati for about five years,
then in Oakland for another 23 years. For the past 30 years, Blair was a
stockbroker specializing in institutional equity sales at Smith Barney, then
Citicorp, and finally at Morgan Stanley. She will be retiring in April, but Randy

Citicorp, and finally at Morgan Stanley. She will be retiring in April, but Randy
intends to continue working as a private arbitrator and mediator at Judicial
Arbitration and Mediation Services. The Newsomes will be living full time in
Nevada City beginning in May.
Randy has been an avid wine collector since 1981. He’s been a bottom feeder
at Bonhams’ wine auctions since 1990, mainly seeking out bargain bottles from
Bordeaux and Burgundy. His closest brush with winemaking was as a
stakeholder at Ross Valley Winery in San Anselmo, where he performed strictly
menial tasks such as labeling, corking, foiling and packing. Blair’s interest in
wine is largely confined to enjoying what Randy brings home.
Despite their lack of winemaking skills, they look forward to meeting fellow wine
enthusiasts in the SWGGA. They are particularly excited to host a horizontal
tasting of the 2009 Bordeaux vintage for the SWGGA membership at their
home on May 20.

May Meeting
Note date and place
There will be no meeting at Ponderosa Hall on Thursday, May 17.
Instead, the May meeting will take place on Sunday, May 20th, at 4 PM at the
home of members Blair and Randy Newsome, who are profiled in this
newsletter. They live just north of Nevada City. It will feature a comparative
tasting of 2009 Bordeaux wines from their wine cellar. Because of space
limitations, we have to limit this meeting to the first 40 members who RSVP.
To reserve your space, notify Jim Garrett at jim@relateddata.com. Further
details will be sent to the attendees in early May.

Recap of Board Meeting

From the President:
This is a recap of the March 22, 2018 board of directors meeting.
The scholarship committee will begin its work shortly. The April general meeting
will feature a comparative tasting of last fall's communal Riesling. The president
suggested trellising and vineyard diseases as possible topics for future
programs. If you have any suggestions for a future program, please contact
Dave Elliot at djelliott@skydancesranch.com.
47 members have renewed for 2018. Jim Garrett, the Membership Coordinator,
will continue to contact the 23 who haven’t. Jim also distributed a draft of a flyer
to be distributed to prospective new members.
The May general meeting will feature a comparative Bordeaux tasting hosted
by the Newsomes at their home. Details will follow. The board approved
spending up to $200 to rent tables and chairs and provide other incidentals for
the meeting.
Jim Garrett has volunteered to chair this year‘s picnic committee. The picnic will
be on June 10 at Gary Glaze's, about 2 miles north of Nevada City. It will be a
potluck format, with the association providing hamburgers, sausages, buns and
the like, and members bringing appetizers, salads, side dishes and desserts.
We plan to have live music.
At Rod Byers' request, the board voted to continue to sponsor two County fair
wine awards at $25 each.

Wine in the News
Book Review: Tangled Vines
If you are interested in reading about greed, murder, and arson in the California
wine industry, I can recommend Tangled Vines by Frances Dinkelspiel. The
book is woven around the 2005 arson fire at the Wine Central warehouse in
Vallejo which destroyed many millions of dollars of fine California wines. The
arsonist, Sausalito raconteur and crook Mark Anderson, was ultimately
sentenced to 27 years in federal prison. The book unfolds much like a vine on a
cordon with many offshoots. The principal shoot is the tale of her great-greatgrandfather, Isaias Hellman’s, 1875 Port and Angelica, 175 bottles of which her
cousin had stored in the warehouse. The wine came from Hellman's Rancho
Cucamonga winery, which in the late 19th century was the largest winery in
California. Wine was made differently then. For example, instead of the
crushers we use, “Indians [working at the winery] fastened a cowhide, the hair
side down, to four poles, leaving some sag in the middle. They put the grapes
in the center and climbed inside to crush them by foot." Another shoot recounts
the impact the fire had, personally and financially, on several of the boutique
wineries that had stored their wine in the destroyed warehouse. I learned a lot
about the commercial side of establishing and operating a boutique. Other
shoots deal with the "wine war" between growers and wineries at the turn of the
last century, and various wine fraud schemes, such as selling inferior grapes for
better grapes, and selling inferior wine placed in bottles of famous vintages.
Dinkelspiel writes in a lively, very readable style; and makes the history of the
California wine industry enjoyable. The book was a NY Times bestseller. If you
want to borrow my copy, just ask.
Bernie Zimmerman

Wine Bits
From Dave Luce’s newsletter

As Ben Franklin (whose face was on a GREEN one-cent postage stamp!)
allegedly said, "In wine there is wisdom, in beer there is freedom, in water there
is bacteria." So stay away from water (and green beer), and drink more wine!
Bernie Zimmerman

Save the Date
Summer Picnic Sunday June 10
A return to our old potluck and barbecue format
Stay tuned

SWGGA Swag available at monthly meetings
Shirts, hats, glasses and aprons are available for order.
The Outreach Coordinator, Dave Blitstein handles sales. Get in touch with Dave
if you want to place an order or have questions: dbeffx@aol.com.
To view photos, click here,

Check out our Commercial Members
Besemer Cellars
Brewhouse Supply
Clavey Vineyards
Double Oak Vineyard and Winery
Gray Pine Vineyard and Winery
Lucero Vineyard and Winery
Solune Winegrowers

Solune Winegrowers
Sierra Moonshine
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