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The Trellis Wire
Welcome to the Sierra Wine and Grape Growers
Association
Here in our monthly newsletter, we keep our members up to date on SWGGA
activity, and provide links to our website, where you can read more.

Next Meeting
Subject: Double Oak Vineyards and Winery Presentation
Date and Time: Thursday March 15, 7 pm

Location: Ponderosa Hall, Fairgrounds
The March SWGGA Meeting will feature longtime commercial members Bob
and Ginny Hilsman from Double Oak Vineyard and Winery presenting updates
on their winery, as well as providing the membership with an opportunity to
taste their wines. Additionally, Bob will bring wines for purchase.
Since this is a Commercial Winery, we ask that members refrain from
bringing home wines prior to the meeting.
Do bring your glasses though!

Last Meeting
Check out notes of our last meeting on our website.

Members in the News

Members in the News

Member Hosea Bostic marching in the Mardi Gras Parade for his candidate.

Recap of Board Meeting
From the President:
This is a recap of the February 22 board meeting.
We have a total of $5725 in the bank; $2953 in the scholarship fund in $2772 in the
general fund.
I appointed a scholarship committee of Susan Clarabut, Debbie Rickman and Mary
Woolwine, to be chaired by David Blitstein.
There was an extended discussion about upcoming programs. If you have an idea
about a program you would like to see, please notify Dave Elliot, the program
coordinator.
40 members have renewed for 2018. 34 members from last year have still not paid.

40 members have renewed for 2018. 34 members from last year have still not paid.
Please send your dues payment immediately to our membership coordinator, Jim
Garrett, at 21252 Clifford Road, Grass Valley CA 95949.
In May, we will have a special program at the home of members Blair and Randy
Newsome on Sunday afternoon, May 20. It will feature a tasting of Bordeaux wines
from their cellar. Details will follow
Jim Garrett has volunteered to chair the picnic committee. Six folks have already
volunteered but more are needed. If you are willing to volunteer, please notify Jim.
Several board members commented on the improvements at Sierra Moonshine
under John Lyons. Remember to support your local winemaking supply store. John
offers a 5% discount to our members.

Wine in Egypt
Look familiar? This is a wine press "from the early centuries" we saw at the
Coptic Museum In Cairo. It, along with many artifacts and drawings found in
tombs, is evidence of what was thousands of years ago, a burgeoning wine
industry in Egypt. Today, the large majority of Egyptians are Muslim and do not
consume alcohol. But there is a sizable Coptic Christian minority, and there are
a few wineries. The principal one, Gianaclis, was founded in 1882. Its leading
label is Omar Khayyam and the best wine variety we tasted was a Sultanine
Blanche, a white grape related to our Thompson Seedless. The best red was a
Bobal. Overall quality of the half a dozen varieties we tasted was poor to fair. In
Cairo, wine is relatively available at major restaurants and in neighborhoods
where there are hotels, embassies and the like. Wine retails for $5-12 a bottle.
Outside Cairo, wine can be difficult to get and more expensive. Head for the
Coptic Cathedral and ask around in that neighborhood.
-Bernie and Grace

Of Interest
Winemaking Equipment Wanted
From member Mardie Caldwell:
Since we are going to make wine for the first time from our own grapes this year, we
are looking to purchase the following items, and we’ll need enough to produce 30-50
gallons to start.
Small stainless steel fermenters, or a couple of barrels, Siphon, Bottle filler,
Hydrometers, Tubing, Hand Corker, Press, among other things.
If you have good used equipment to sell, please contact Jorge Rosas
at Jorge@LifetimeAdoption.com

Did you know Hemingway really understood wine? Read more here.

Facebook Group Worth Checking Out
If you are a Facebook fan, you might want to check out a group called Home
Winemaking administered by Daniel Pambianchi, the author of Techniques in
Home Winemaking. The group is large, and tends toward a lot of country and fruit
wines, but has some interesting posts fairly often.
For example: Here was his response to a question about calibrating pH meters:
Your calibration points should always bracket your expected pH range. For wine,
that's 3.0-4.0, and since you always calibrate with a pH buffer of 7.0, your second
point would be 3.0. You would calibrate including a pH buffer of 4.0 if you had 3point calibration, as in more advanced pH meters. If you are going to use the pH
meter for titrations to an endpoint of 8.2, then you would calibrate with pH buffers 7.0
and 10.0. I use 2 beakers of buffer solutions for calibration. One is to rinse the probe
and the second is for the calibration. If you want accurate readings and a quick
response time from the probe, you should calibrate often and clean the probe right
after each use. I do it once a week.

Pest and Disease Management Program
Read more.

SWGGA Swag available at monthly meetings
Shirts, hats, glasses and aprons are available for order.
The Outreach Coordinator, Dave Blitstein handles sales. Get in touch with Dave if
you want to place an order or have questions: dbeffx@aol.com.
To view photos, click here,

Commercial Member Highlights

Commercial Member Highlights
Check out our Commercial Members
Besemer Cellars
Brewhouse Supply
Clavey Vineyards
Double Oak Vineyard and Winery
Gray Pine Vineyard and Winery
Lucero Vineyard and Winery
Solune Winegrowers
Sierra Moonshine
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