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The Trellis Wire
Welcome to the Sierra Wine and Grape Growers
Association
Here in our monthly newsletter, we keep our members up to date on SWGGA
activity, and provide links to our website, where you can read more.

Next Meeting
The meeting will feature a comparative tasting of a number of Zinfandels made
by members in 2014 on a communal basis.
Date and Time: Thursday September 21, 7 pm
Location: Ponderosa Hall, Fairgrounds

August Meeting
The August meeting, presented by the incomparable Rod Byers, focused on the
results of the Nevada County Fair wine competition. Each of the category winners,
talked about their wine and received their awards. In addition, Rod presented two
other awards, to Dan Carrick for his sustained achievement over the years, and a
surprise new award presented to Jon Smedberg and Hosea Bostic, new winemakers
who won a gold medal for their Zinfandel.

Over 50 members and nonmembers attended, and enjoyed sampling all the wines
that had been entered in the fair, along with the award winners.

For photos of the winners and categories, click here.

Recap of August Board Meeting
From the President:

Much of the discussion focused on our finances, since the balance in our general
fund is about half the amount it had been the previous July. We discussed raising
revenue and lowering expenses.
On the revenue side, the consensus was to raise the annual dues to $55. They have
been at $50 for more than 10 years.
As for lowering expenses, there is little we can do about expenses such as the rent
for Ponderosa Hall and our insurance, which have increased steadily over the
years.
Last year, we subsidized the holiday party by approximately $800. To try to avoid a
similar subsidy, we decided to raise the price of this year's holiday party dinner to
$60.
We subsidized this year's picnic by approximately $380. The Board decided to
accept Gary Glaze's offer to have next year's picnic at his house and to go back to a
potluck format to the extent possible. The picnic will be in June to try to avoid hot
weather.
Another area of cost is food for the monthly meetings. Directors have differing views
on when and how frequently food should be provided. This issue was not resolved.
It was also decided to cut back on honoraria to departing directors and guest
speakers.
The September meeting will feature a tasting of the 2014 communal Zinfandel made
by various members.
Following the August meeting, we have 63 paid memberships.
We have a new host for our website. If you have difficulty using the website, please
inform our Communications Coordinator at sierragrapegrowers@gmail.com.
The Nominations Committee will have a proposed 2018 slate of officers and
directors for consideration at the September board meeting.

Members in the News
Sierra Moonshine, just acquired by member John Lyon, is ready to do business. Here is
an interview and article by Rod Byers that appeared in The Union.
A Perfect Pairing. Several association members enjoyed the best of two worlds Monday
night, August 28, at the 12 Twenty Eight Kitchen in Penn Valley, where long time member
Guy Lauterbach's wonderful Gray Pine wines were paired with chef Zack Sterner's
exquisite cuisine. Zack had some help from his mom, who baked the breads and made the
dessert. A group of about 40 listened attentively as Guy and Zack explained the basis for
the 4 course pairings. Guy featured his Sauvignon Blanc, Petit Verdot, Malbec and
Cabernet Sauvignon.

Wine Exchange
For October Meeting, 2017
We introduced the concept of the Wine Exchange at the August meeting, and look

forward to determining just who is interested during the September meeting. Then,
in the October meeting, we’ll exchange bottles, probably during the social hour.
Here’s the plan:
1.
2.
3.
4.

Bring your wine, 4-12 bottles, TBD, and
Put it on the table provided, and
Exchange: Take equal amounts of others’ wine.
Leave with the same number of bottles you brought

BUT:
•All bottles must be labeled.
•Take only ONE bottle from another (unless out of wine).
Comments? Suggestions? Contact
Peter Willcox
530-273-7146
willcoxps@yahoo.com

SWGGA Swag available at monthly meetings
Shirts, hats, glasses and aprons are available for order.
The Outreach Coordinator, Dave Blitstein handles sales. Get in touch with Dave if
you want to place an order or have questions: dbeffx@aol.com.
To view photos, click here,

Check out our Commercial Members
Besemer Cellars
Clavey Vineyards

Coufos Cellars
Double Oak Vineyard and Winery
Gray Pine Vineyard and Winery
Lucero Vineyard and Winery
Solune Winegrowers
Sierra Moonshine
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