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The Trellis Wire
Welcome to the Sierra Wine and Grape
Growers Association
Here in our monthly newsletter, we keep our members up to date on SWGGA
activity, and provide links to our website, where you can read more.

Next Meeting
Here comes the Picnic!
The 2017 Annual SWGGA Picnic is Saturday, July 22, 2017 at 5 pm. at
Sierra Knolls Winery, 10024 Linnet Lane, Auburn CA, about a mile south
of the Wolf-Combie intersection.They have a really nice facility and
provide tables, chairs and most everything we need for a perfect setting.
Our host, Sierra Knolls Winery, has asked us to guarantee a minimum

purchase of wine to hold the event at the Winery, so please purchase
their wine at the picnic. They have a nice selection including sparkling
wine, so enjoy their oﬀerings. They are also permitting us to bring our
homemade wine for drinking and sharing with friends. Please, only
homemade wine.
In order to plan food properly, please RSVP and choose your entrée
(chicken or pulled pork) as soon as possible (but no later than July
12), Send your choices to Jim Garrett with the $20 a person contribution,
to:
Jim Garrett, 21252 Cliﬀord Rd. Grass Valley CA 95949
This event is only for active SWGGA members and their guests. If you
haven’t paid your dues for 2017, please do so as soon as possible. Dues
are only $50 for the year. You don’t want to miss this...! If you are not sure
whether you paid, please contact Jim.
The picnic will once again feature a Scholarship Raﬄe, so please bring a
bottle of wine or purchase one there to contribute to the cause.There will
also be a Silent Auction of some exceptional award winning wines
donated by our members. All raﬄe and auction proceeds will go to the
Scholarship Fund.For more information, or as a reminder, see the flyer
below. The information is also on our website.

Nevada County Fair Home Wine Competition
For more information click here.

Key Dates
Entry Applications due by Friday, July 21, before 4PM

Receiving, Wednesday, July 26, 11AM-6PM
Judging, Wednesday, August 2
Pick-Up, Monday, August 14, 9AM-6PM

Last Meeting
Our last meeting was a great success.
When chefs goes out to dinner, which do they select
first, the food or the wine?
Rod Byers, the well known wine expert and Certified Wine
Educator, discussed the often-puzzling questions surrounding pairing wine
and food. Rod examined a few current theories as well as a look at history to
see how we’ve gotten to where we are. Finally he guided us through a wine and
food tasting exercise that demystified the process and allowed each of us to
become our own best expert.
Our Social Coordinators, the Tonnies, served a delicious array of appetizers
during the social half-hour.
Visit the website for more photos. Here is his food pairing outline.

Scholarship Committee Report from Outreach
Coordinator and Scholarship Committee Chair David
Blitstein:
On May 31st Marilyn and I attended the Scholarship Award Ceremony at
Nevada Union High School. Being there was quite an experience. This group of
2017 students that are moving in a direction that will change their lives is
nothing short of amazing! Our recipient Miranda Townsend was quite surprised
to hear her name called out. We could not have given it to a more deserving
student. After the ceremony Marilyn and I had a chance to meet her parents
Wade and Keli. I gave Miranda a framed letter congratulating her and then
inviting her and her parents to our picnic which they accepted. Thanks to all on
the scholarship committee: members Tony Mello, Susan Clarabut and Mary
Woolwine.

Recap of Board Meeting
From the President:

The minutes of the monthly Board of Directors meetings are posted on our
website with a link from our newsletter. At the April meeting, the Board decided
to circulate a prompt recap of future meetings, in addition to the minutes, which
are posted the following month after board approval. This is the recap of our
June 22nd meeting.
Following considerable praise for Rod Byers’ food and wine pairing meeting,
the Board voted a $100 thank you gift.
We have $2852 in the bank, of which $1093 is in the scholarship fund.
There was considerable discussion about preparing for the picnic, which will be
held on July 22 at Sierra Knolls Winery. It was decided to require people to
send in their contribution along with their entrée choice, by July 12, to Jim
Garrett.
SWGGA hats and aprons will be sold at the picnic. A new SWGGA sign will
soon be available for sale.
The Blitsteins represented SWGGA at the scholarship award ceremony and
presented Miranda Townsend with a $2000 scholarship check.
The July monthly meeting will be the annual picnic. The August meeting will be
the post Fair discussion presented by Rod Byers.
We have 57 paid members, down 12 from last year. If you have not renewed,
please do so immediately or you will not be able to attend the picnic.
Tony Mello was appointed to head the Nominations Committee to prepare for
the November election. He will be interviewing the officers and board members
about their desire to serve next year. If you are interested in joining the Board,
please contact Tony directly.
The holiday party is scheduled for the Alta Sierra Country Club on December 8,
2017.
Members Peter Wilcox and Alan Smith submitted a proposal for a wine
exchange at our monthly meetings. The proposal was approved on a trial basis,
probably for the October meeting. Details will be forthcoming.

SWGGA Swag available at monthly meetings
Shirts, hats, glasses and aprons are available for order.
The Outreach Coordinator, Dave Blitstein handles sales. Get in touch with Dave
if you want to place an order or have questions: dbeffx@aol.com.
To view photos, click here,

Check out our Commercial Members
Besemer Cellars
Clavey Vineyards
Coufos Cellars
Double Oak Vineyard and Winery
Gray Pine Vineyard and Winery
Lucero Vineyard and Winery
Solune Winegrowers
Sierra Moonshine
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