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The Trellis Wire
Next Meeting: Can This Wine be Saved?
Thursday April 20, 7 pm
Ponderosa Hall, Nevada County Fairgrounds

The April SWGGA meeting will feature Jacques Mercier, owner of Solune
Winegrowers, and long time SWGGA member, tasting and evaluating
members' wines. If you have a wine, or wines, that you are concerned about as they
have been aging, this is the place for you. He’s always gentle in his critique, so don’t
be bashful. We will all taste along with Jacques, and can compare our thoughts with
his.
This program has been very well attended in the past, and there are a few rules
regarding your participation:
• Wines are limited to no more than 2 per member.
• Bring at least one 750 ml. bottle of each wine. Bring two bottles, if you have
enough.
• Label each bottle with varietal, blend, vintage, etc.
• Bring your detailed notes about how you have made the wine.
• Be prepared to discuss your concerns about the wine(s) with Jacques and the
audience.
Because this is a tasting, be sure to bring extra glasses to the event.
Please come a little early to help set up, and bring a friend, and a bottle of your
favorite to share.
Hope too see you there.
Jim Garrett, Membership Coordinator

March Meeting
Fining and Filtering - The Basics
The March 2017 SWGGA meeting featured a round table of members
discussing the basics of Fining and Filtering Wine. Led by Jim Garrett, who’s
had some recent difficulties with hazy wine, the panel described the basics of
why a wine needs to be fined, or filtered, and how the necessary equipment
and fining agents are determined and used. As promised, Jim & Co. kept the
chemistry light and a good time was had by all.
Link to website

Meet our Members
Editor’s note; from time to time, we spotlight members so that we can all get to know one
another better. To read this month's Spotlight on Jon and Gwen Smedberg, click here.
If you are interested in being in the spotlight, let me know. Otherwise, I may ask you.

Jon and Gwen Smedberg
Jon and Gwen Smedberg joined the Association about a year ago. They moved to Penn
Valley from the Sacramento area where Jon had been a respiratory therapist and Gwen
had been a nursing student.

Jon stated coming to Penn Valley in 1982, and moved there in 1986 to open a Home
Healthcare company. He wanted a job in this area, couldn't find one, so he and a friend
opened their own company. Gwen moved up in 1991 after graduating from nursing school
in Sacramento. They were married in 1992. Jon sold the business and went back to
hospital work as a respiratory therapist in Marysville and then Gridley until 2013 when he
retired. Gwen still has a couple of years until retirement and works as a cardiac nurse
doing data abstraction from home.

Jon heard about SWGGA from member Hosea Bostic and joined to learn how to take care
of his massive vineyard of 2 vines of table grapes, one red, one white, for making jelly.
Besides the jelly, they make pickles, pickled beets and fire dust from hot peppers. He
found he liked the people as much as the information. He is also learning to make wine,
and hopefully, you will be able to taste his wine next year. Since Gwen is allergic to wine,
she isn't as active in the regular meetings, but does enjoy the camaraderie of the social
events.
Be sure to say hello to them next time you see them.

From the Editor
Hi, I'm Grace Zimmerman, your Webmaster and now editor of the newsletter. I will not be
able to fill Dan Carrick's shoes (for one thing, they are literally big) but I will do my best to
keep the newsletter going.
I will rely on you, my volunteer army of citizen journalists, to keep me supplied with ideas,
links, articles, anything you want to send me. Contact me at
sierragrapegrowers@gmail.com.
Thank you

SWGGA shirts available at monthly meetings
Left: Ladies Denim shirt has no pocket and comes in short or long sleeve, a variety of
sizes, 100% cotton and preshrunk. $35.00 ea.
Right: Men's Denim shirt has a pocket, available in short or long sleeve, various sizes,
100% cotton and preshrunk. $35.00 ea.
The Outreach Coordinator, Dave Blitstein, will have a few shirts on display and for sale at

the monthly meetings. The current inventory is somewhat limited in sizes but he can get
you what you need. Get in touch with Dave if you want to place an order or have
questions: dbeffx@aol.com.

We now has a good stock of
glasses and they are on
display at our monthly
meetings. They are handsome
and very sturdy. $3 each

Check out our Commercial Members
Besemer Cellars
Clavey Vineyards
Coufos Cellars
Double Oak Vineyard and Winery
Gray Pine Vineyard and Winery
Lucero Vineyard and Winery
Solune Winegrowers
Sierra Moonshine
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